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THE JULIAN AND CLAUDIAN DYNASTIES

AJGUSTUS died in A. D. 14, when he had ruled the Roman
state for more than forty years of peace. He regarded the
principate not as a temporary arrangement which must
end with his own life, but as a permanent institution ; and he
intended his power to be hereditary. Because his health was
not strong and he had many illnesses, he was careful during
his whole reign to keep beside him some one person, whom
he himself treated as his heir and signalized as such by
admitting him to a share in the proconsular power and
investing him with the inviolability of a tribune. The first
of these was his nephew Marcellus who married the emperor's
daughter Julia; but he was a sickly youth and died in
23 B. c. His next heir and intended successor was Agrippa,
who married Julia after the death of Marcellus. Then Agrippa
gave place to Gaius and Lucius, his sons by Julia. But
these also died young; and towards the end of his reign
Augustus was obliged, against his own will and under the
influence of his wife Livia, to adopt the only member of his
family who was fit to undertake the burden of government.
This was Tiberius Claudius Nero, the son of Livia by her
first husband. His brother Drusus, who died in 9 B. c.
during his victorious campaign in Germany, had left a son
Germanicus, a youth of much promise, who was now by the
wish of Augustus adopted by Tiberius. In this way Augustus
tried to provide that after the death of Tiberius, who was
over fifty in A. D. 14, the succession should pass not to his
son Drusus but to Germanicus.

The personal authority of Augustus, and the universal
feeling that the existence of the principate was indispensable
for the maintenance of peace and order, made it possible for
Tiberius to take over the reins of government without dispute.
The army recognized him as emperor and swore allegiance
to him immediately after the death of Augustus ; and later
the Senate conferred on him all the special powers which had
made Augustus master of the state. From this time down